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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Certificate of Transmission 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being 
facsimile transmitted to the United States Patent 
and Trademark Office, Fax No. (703) 8Z2 - 9306 on 

July 30. 2004 . 
Total pages in this transmission: 15 



Hip 



Gudrun E. Ht(pkett, Patent Agent 



Applicant: 
Serial No: 
U.S. Filed: 
For: 



Klaus Frohlich 
10/709,513 
5/1 1/2004 

Device for Connecting Ends of Bars 




rr 





Commissioner for Patents \ 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
In accordance with 37 CFR § 1.56, Applicant wishes to call the attention of the 
Examiner to the reference(s) cited on the attached form PTO-1449. 

This reference has been cited in the office action in the counterpart European patent 
application. A copy of the listed document is attached. 

The reference discloses a connector for connecting reinforcement bars 4 of 
prefabricated concrete parts to a lifting device or transport device etc. The connector 
comprises a sleeve 1 with threaded (12) inner bore 10. Threaded radial bores 14 are 
provided in the sleeve for receiving tightening screws 20, 21 (Fig. 1). A second set of 
screws 20, 21 can be arranged in radial bores 16 (Fig. 2) that are positioned at a 70° angle 
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relative to the bores 14 in the same radial plane, respectively; the bores 14 and 16 are not 
staggered relative to one another in the longitudinal direction of the sleeve 1 . Because they 
are positioned in the same radial plane, the bores 14 and 16 partially overlap one another 
as is shown in Fig. 2 so that the screws 20, 21 require a pointed tip in order not to interfere 
with one another. A bolt 3 having an outer thread is provided for connecting the sleeve 1 
to a sleeve 5 that is pressed onto the end of an anchor 50. The device in its operative state 
is shown in Fig. 6. The screws 20, 21 are provided with constricted areas 25. When the 
screws 20, 21 are tightened at a preset torque, the heads will shear off at the constriction 
so that the sleeve 1 can no longer be removed from the bar 4. 

It is respectfully requested that any fees required and not enclosed herewith or any 
shortages in any fees be charged to Deposit Account 50-1 199. 

Consideration of the foregoing in relation to this application is respectfully requested. 



Respectfully submitted July 30. 2004 . 




Ms. Gudrun E- Huckett, Ph.D. 
Patent Agent, Registration No. 35,747 



LSnsstr. 53 
42289 Wuppertal 
GERMANY 

Telephone: 49-202-257-0371 
Facsimile: 49-202-257-0372 
gudrun.draudt@t-online.de 
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Enclosures: 



x] F>TO 1449 
x] reference(s) 

[ ] search report (incl. translation) 
] fee 
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